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SUBJECT: COUNTERVAILING DUTY: CASTOR OIL PRODUCTS 

REF: STATE 48342 

1 . MINISTRY OF FINANCE OFFICIAL (SCHIEVELBEIN) HAS 
PROVIDED THE FOLLOWING CLARIFICATION TO POINTS RAISED 
IN REFTEL: 

A. THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE KNOWS FOR SURE THE 
EXISTZNCE OF ANOTHER BRAZILIAN MANUFACTURER/EXPORTER 
OF CASTOR OIL PRODUCTS. IT ACKNOWLEDGES THAT THRE 
MAY BE OTHERS, HOWEVER. AS IT INDICATED IN ITS 
SUBMISSION, THE TWO FIRMS ON WHICH DATA WAS SUBMITTED 
ACCOUNT FOR 70 PERCENT OF TOTAL EXPORTS OF CASTOR OIL 
PRODUCTS. THE MINISTRY CLAIMS THAT IT WAS NOT ABLE 
TO OBTAIN FROM THE OTHER KNOWN FIRM THE INFORMATION 
REQUESTED BY TREASURY. 
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B. ALL THE DATA SUBMITTED ARE IN CRUZEIROS. THE EXPORT 
VALUE OF THE TWO PRODUCTS TO THE U.S. WERE: IN 

1974 US$1,178,000. IN 1975 (JAN-,9;) US$1,188,000. 

C. THE DOMESTIC PRICE OF CASTOR OIL IS ROUGHLY 
THE SAME AS THE INTERNATIONAL PRICE. ACCORDING TO 
THE FINANCE MINISTRY, ON MARCH 4, 1976 THE DOMESTIC 
PRICE OF CASTOR OIL WAS IN THE RANGE OF US$485-490 
PER TON (FOB ), WHILE THE INTERNATIONAL PRICE WAS 
US$470-480 PER TON (FOB). 
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